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Welcome
Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following information. 
Toilets are available: please ask a welcomer.
Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras 
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and 
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit outside the 
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical, 
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is 
online. Large print copies are also available. The hearing loop works best on 
the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the 
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young 
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are 
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's 
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room 
allocated if preferred. We have a children's church group during the service. A 
youth group for teenagers meets monthly on Sunday afternoons.
Welcome to anyone in need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our 
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At 
the Lord’s Prayer, all are invited to bring the gift of our preferred language to 
our worship. Our 1.30pm is in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help 
where they can if you are new to English. You are also very welcome if you are 
LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are of no professed faith or are from a faith tradition other than 
Christianity. Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you’re exploring. 
Welcome if you are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore 
what you believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With 
courses run throughout the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@
smitf.org for more details.
You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy 
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common 
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south aisle. 
If you need to receive in your seat, please let a welcomer know and ministers will 
come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine for whatever 
reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to receive a 
simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your ideas and 
help for us to become a more welcoming community. 

We are glad you are here.



	 The Gathering
	 Welcome

	 Please stand. Silence is kept.

	 The Greeting
	 The Lord be with you.  
All	 And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

	 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All 	 Though in many places, we are united as one body.
	 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.
	 Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
All	 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

	 Opening Hymn 
1	 The King of love my shepherd is,
	 whose goodness faileth never;
	 I nothing lack if I am his
	 and he is mine for ever.
2	 Where streams of living water flow
	 my ransomed soul he leadeth,
	 and where the verdant pastures grow
	 with food celestial feedeth.
3	 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
	 but yet in love he sought me,
	 and on his shoulder gently laid,
	 and home rejoicing brought me.
4	 In death's dark vale I fear no ill
	 with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
	 thy rod and staff my comfort still,
	 thy cross before to guide me.
5	 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
	 thy unction grace bestoweth;
	 and O what transport of delight
	 from thy pure chalice floweth!	 continued...
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6	 And so through all the length of days
	 thy goodness faileth never:
	 good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
	 within thy house for ever.
	 Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Confession
Let us confess our sins to our merciful God, trusting in the power and 
love that alone can set us free.

	 Silence.

	 Like those who saw the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of  
	 your risen life.
	 Lord, have mercy.
All	 Lord, have mercy.
	 The choir sings Kyrie eleison.
	 Like the disciples locked in fear we do not recognise your presence  
	 among us.
	 Christ, have mercy.
All	 Christ, have mercy.
	 The choir sings Christe eleison.
	 Like sheep who have gone astray, we do not listen to your voice.
	 Lord, have mercy.
All	 Lord, have mercy.
	 The choir sings Kyrie eleison.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

All	 Amen.

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to 
Children's Church.

	 Please stand.
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	 Gloria in Excelsis
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	 Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the 
life: raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.

All	 Amen. 

	 Please sit.

	 The Liturgy of the Word 

	 First Reading   Acts 9: 36-end   read by Fiona MacMillan
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which 
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of 
charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed 
her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
with the request, 'Please come to us without delay.' So Peter got up 
and went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing 
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 
them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and 
prayed. He turned to the body and said, 'Tabitha, get up.' Then she 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand 
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed 
her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many 
believed in the Lord. Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time 
with a certain Simon, a tanner.

	 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All	 Thanks be to God. 

	 Second Reading   Revelation 7: 9-end   read by Dan Kaszeta
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
'Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb!'
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And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders 
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, singing, 'Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our 
God forever and ever! Amen.'
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 'Who are these, robed 
in white, and where have they come from?' I said to him, 'Sir, you are 
the one who knows.' Then he said to me, 'These are they who have 
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him 
day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 
throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, for the Lamb at 
the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 
to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes.'

	 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All	 Thanks be to God. 

	 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

	 Gospel Hymn   
1	 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
	 o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
	 guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us
	 for we have no help but thee;
	 yet possessing every blessing,
	 if our God our Father be.
2	 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
	 all our weakness thou dost know;
	 thou didst tread this earth before us,
	 thou didst feel its keenest woe;
	 lone and dreary, faint and weary,
	 through the desert thou didst go.

continued after Gospel reading
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	 Gospel Reading   John 10: 22-30
	 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All	 Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not 
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What 
my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’ 

	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All	 Praise to you, O Christ. 

	 Hymn   continued
3	 Spirit of our God, descending,
	 fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
	 love with every passion blending,
	 pleasure that can never cloy:
	 thus provided, pardoned, guided,
	 nothing can our peace destroy.
	 James Edmeston (1791-1867)

	 Please sit after the opening prayer.

	 Sermon   Nick Georgiadis

	 Anthem   Brother James’ Air   Bain arr. Jacob
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. He makes me down to lie in pastures green; 
he leadeth me the quiet waters by. My soul he doth restore again; and me to walk 
doth make within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; for thou art with me; and thy 
rod and staff me comfort still. My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows. Goodness and mercy all 
my life shall surely follow me; and in God’s house for evermore my dwelling place 
shall be.

Psalm 23
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	 Please stand.

	 Apostles' Creed
All	 We believe in God, the Father almighty,
  	 creator of heaven and earth.
  	 We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
  	 born of the Virgin Mary,
  	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  	 was crucified, died, and was buried;
  	 he descended to the dead.
  	 On the third day he rose again;
  	 he ascended into heaven,
  	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
  	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
  	 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  	 the holy catholic Church,
  	 the communion of saints,
  	 the forgiveness of sins,
  	 the resurrection of the body,
  	 and the life everlasting. 
  	 Amen.

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Prayers of Intercession   led by Flora Saxby
	 The response to the prayers is:
	 God of wonder and love,
All	 hear our prayer.
	 And, at the end:
	 Merciful Father,
All	 accept these prayers
	 for the sake of your Son,
	 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
	 Amen.

	 Please stand.
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	 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
	 The Peace 
	 The peace of the risen Lord be always with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

	 A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the  
	 following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10  
  plus one standard rate message). 
- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone

	 Offertory Hymn 
1	 Alleluia, sing to Jesus!
	 His the sceptre, his the throne;
	 alleluia, his the triumph,
	 his the victory alone:
	 hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
	 thunder like a mighty flood;
	 Jesus out of every nation
	 hath redeemed us by his blood.
2	 Alleluia, not as orphans
	 are we left in sorrow now;
	 alleluia, he is near us,
	 faith believes, nor questions how:
	 though the cloud from sight received him,
	 when the forty days were o'er,
	 shall our hearts forget his promise,
	 'I am with you evermore'?
3	 Alleluia, bread of angels,
	 thou on earth our food, our stay;
	 alleluia, here the sinful
	 flee to thee from day to day:
	 Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
	 earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
	 where the songs of all the sinless
	 sweep across the crystal sea.	 continued...
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A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

4	 Alleluia, King eternal,
	 thee the Lord of lords we own;
	 alleluia, born of Mary,
	 earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
	 thou within the veil hast entered,
	 robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
	 thou on earth both Priest and Victim
	 in the eucharistic feast.
	 William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

	 Preparation of the Table 
	 Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose love 
heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.

All	 Blessed be God for ever.

	 The Eucharistic Prayer 
	 The Lord be with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
All	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All	 It is right to give thanks and praise.

Shepherding God, we praise and thank you because you gathered 
your flock around Abraham, and through Moses and Joshua you 
brought your sheep to a place of safety. In Jesus you came to us as 
a Passover Lamb to take away the sins of the world. As our everlasting 
good shepherd you promise that those who hear your voice shall 
never be in want, for you know your sheep by name, and you call us 
your own and give to each of us a place in the sheepfold of your 
kingdom, where angels and archangels, and all the company of 
heaven, sing your unending praise. 
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Sustaining God, as you lead your sheep to green pastures and guide 
them beside still waters, so you have led us to this table where in 
bread and wine you restore our soul. Send down your Holy Spirit and 
restore your church through the abundance of this sacred meal. As we 
remember the story of your Son’s life laid down for us, sanctify this 
bread and cup and make them be for us the body and blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ. Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave 
you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

	 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All 	 Christ has died:
	 Christ is risen:
	 Christ will come again.

Saving God, your rod and staff comfort all who look to you in faith. 
Search out your sheep that are lost and bring them home. When you 
find them in the valley of fear, gather them in your arms. When they 
face evil in the presence of enemies, follow them with your goodness 
and mercy all the days of their life. On that day when the shadow of 
death covers them, bring them to dwell in your house forever. 
Shepherd us with all your saints of every age into your glorious 
presence where we shall behold your Lamb in seated glory, most 
Holy Trinity, now and always.   

All	 Amen.
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	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Lord's Prayer
	 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
	 language.

All	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power, 
	 and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever. Amen.

	 Breaking of the Bread 
	 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All	 Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in  
	 one bread.

	 Agnus Dei
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	 Giving of Communion 
	 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Communicant members of all Christian churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine 
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you 
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.

Communion Anthem   Give us the wings of faith   Whitbourn
Give us the wings of faith to rise within the veil, and see the saints above, how great 
their joys, how bright their glories be. We ask them whence their vict’ry came: they, 
with united breath, ascribe the conquest to the Lamb, their triumph to his death. They 
marked the footsteps that he trod, his zeal inspired their breast, and, foll’wing their 
incarnate God, they reached the promised rest. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

	 Silence is kept. 

	 Prayer after Communion 
All	 Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good  
	 shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise  
	 again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace  
	 to follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	 The Dismissal
	 Notices

Please stand.

Blessing
May Christ the good shepherd enfold you with love, fill you with 
peace, and lead you in hope, to the end of your days; and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always.

All    Amen.
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Thanksgiving Hymn 
1	 Alleluia, Alleluia!
	 Hearts to heaven and voices raise;
	 sing to God a hymn of gladness,
	 sing to God a hymn of praise:
	 he who on the cross a victim
	 for the world's salvation bled,
	 Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
	 now is risen from the dead.
2	 Christ is risen, we are risen;
	 shed upon us heavenly grace,
	 rain, and dew, and gleams of glory
	 from the brightness of thy face;
	 that we, with our hearts in heaven,
	 here on earth may fruitful be,
	 and by angel-hands be gathered,
	 and be ever, Lord, with thee.
3	 Alleluia, Alleluia,
	 Glory be to God on high;
	 Alleluia to the Saviour,
	 who has gained the victory;
	 Alleluia to the Spirit,
	 fount of love and sanctity;
	 Alleluia, Alleluia,
	 to the Triune Majesty.
	 Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885)

	 Dismissal
	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
All	 In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

	 Blessing Anthem   Irish Blessing   Bob Chilcott
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back, may the sun shine 
warm upon your face, and the rain fall soft upon your fields, and until we meet again, 
may God hold you, ever in the palm of his hand.

Trad.
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	 Organ Voluntary   

	 Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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